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At the Start of the Third Term: Reflecting on the Significance of Learning Overseas 
With the arrival of the new year, the third term has begun. We would like to express our 
sincere appreciation to all parents and guardians for your continued understanding and 
cooperation in our school’s educational activities. We look forward to your ongoing 
support throughout the year. 
This year’s zodiac sign is the Horse. Horses have long lived alongside people, traveling long 
journeys together. They are also a familiar and peaceful sight in the landscapes of South 
Africa. While horses are often admired for their speed, their true strength lies in their 
ability to adapt to changing environments, move in harmony with others, and continue 
forward steadily. In many ways, this reflects the children of our school who are learning and growing 
here in South Africa. 
Studying in South Africa, where diverse cultures, languages, and values intersect, is by no means an 
ordinary experience. In daily life, children may sometimes feel confused by customs that differ from 
those in Japan or experience frustration when their thoughts do not come across as intended. However, 
each of these experiences broadens their perspectives and nurtures the ability to view situations from 
multiple angles. 
The third term is an important time to reflect on a year of learning and to connect it to the next grade 
and the next stage. School life overseas presents many situations in which there is no single correct 
answer. In such circumstances, the ability to form one’s own ideas, respect the perspectives of others, 
and seek the most appropriate solutions is exactly the kind of strength needed today. Like horses in the 
Year of the Horse, children are developing the ability to assess situations carefully and move forward 
with confidence and steadiness through their learning here. 
At our school, children interact daily with people of different ages, nationalities, and backgrounds. The 
ability to cooperate with others, an attitude of mutual respect, and the perseverance to continue 
thinking even in difficult situations are fostered not only in the classroom but also naturally through 
everyday life in this environment. These are invaluable assets that can be gained precisely because the 
children are learning overseas. Although the third term is short, the steady accumulation of each day’s 
efforts will become a solid foundation supporting their future. We hope that the children will reflect on 
their growth, turn their achievements into confidence, and discover new challenges they wish to pursue. 

Once again, all teachers and staff will continue to devote ourselves to ensuring 
that the children can learn with peace of mind and grow strong in the rich and 
challenging environment of South Africa. In keeping with the Year of the Horse, we 
hope this will be a year in which everyone moves forward with flexibility, positivity, 
and steady determination. 

Below, we would like to share the message that was delivered to the children at 
today’s opening assembly. We would appreciate it if you could take a moment to 
read it when time permits. 

Good morning, everyone. 
 
At last, the third term begins today. How did you spend your year-end vacation? Some of you may have enjoyed 
relaxing with your family, others may have traveled, and some may have read many books. I am very happy to see 
all of you again, looking healthy and full of energy. 
The third term is the time to bring together everything you have learned over the  
past year. It is an important period to turn your accumulated learning and experiences 
into your own true strengths. For those of you reaching the end of your school year,  
it is also a term to prepare for the next grade. 
Today, I would like to talk about “the power to reflect” and “the power to connect 
learning to the future.” 
When we move forward, true growth does not come from rushing ahead alone. Sometimes it is  
important to stop and reflect: “What have I become able to do?” and “What is still  
difficult for me?” 
Think back on yourself up to the end of the second term. There must be things you can now do, efforts you are 
proud of, and things that did not go as you hoped. Each of these experiences is an asset for you. 
What matters most is not “never failing,” but “learning from failure.” Because things do not always go as planned, 
we learn to think, to find solutions, and to use those experiences for the future. Living and learning in South 
Africa, with its diverse cultures and values, you are developing exactly these important abilities. 
Although the third term is short, it is a very meaningful and enriching time. Please treasure each day, and think 
about “What did I learn today?” and “What will I challenge myself to do tomorrow?” Your teachers will do their 
very best to support each of you so that you can move on to the next stage with confidence. 
Now, a new term begins. 
With the belief that “I can still grow” and “There is still more I can do,” let us walk forward together through the 
third term with strength and determination. 
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Aim for the Southern Cross! 


